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X Hfects of climate change on tleeeans- environmental, social and economic

Seaports and other coastal transport infrastructure are likely to be affected directly and indirectly by
climatic changes, such as rising sea levels, extreme weather gaedtsemperature and precipitation
changeswith broader implications for international trade and development prospects of the most
vulnerable nations, in particular LDCs and SID&sideringthe strategic economic importance of
reducing climataelated damage, delay and disruption to transport networks and nodes across closely
interconnected global supply chains, enhancing the climate resilience gbieaand other critical
transport infrastructure is crucial, including for achieving progress on many of the Sisable
Development Goaland targets For 3DS often highly vulnerable to the impacts of climate variability
and change, with limited adaptive capacity, addressing sungiacts on segoorts, airportsand coastal
access roadsscritical lifelines for trade, food, energy and tourism, is of particutgyortance

X Action undertaken to address the effects of climate change on the oceans and to foster climate
resilient sustainable development of oceans and seas

UNCTAD has been working, 'ahead of the curve', on the implications of climate change for maritime

transportation, since 2008.The particular focus of this work is on impacts and adaptation needs of

seaports and other coastal transport infrastructuré&NCTAD'so-publishedin 2012, as well as a multidisciplinary as
relevant initiatives by the UNCTAD secretariat include a nurn
2009, which have focused on the implications of climate chan
particular the need to adapt to the impacts of climate change.
SIDS includes a technical assistance project"@Glimate ch:
infrastructure in the Caribbean: enhancing the adaptive capacit

Further action necessary to address the effects of climate change on the oceans

Assessing the risksf @limate change impacts on maritime transport sector is both complex and
important. Ecosystenbased approaches to adaptation can enhance the resilience of coastal transport
infrastructure against disaster risks by reducing local pressures resulting frenstainable practices in

! Seehttp://unctad.org/en/Pages/DTL/TTL/Legal/Clim&@bangeandMaritime-Transport.aspfor further
information and documentation.




fishing, tourism and other natural resource exploitation. In addition, legal regulatory approaches aimed
at ensuring the climate resilience of infrastructure, including transport infrastructure, will also be
important in the longe run.



