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Excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
The crisis in the Lake Chad Basin is one of the largest humanitarian emergencies in the 
world. For the past eleven years, Boko Haram has terrorized local communities in the 
region.  
 
The suffering caused by Boko Haram has been severe.  While men have been killed in 
great numbers, women and girls are the overwhelming majority among the displaced 
and abducted; and their suffering is extended sometimes to the point of life-long 
consequences.  
 
The gender dimension must be central in the programmatic responses to support the 
victims of Boko Haram’s terrorism. 
 
The kidnapping of women and girls, their subjection to starvation, beatings, forced 
marriages, sexual slavery, and their coercion into performing suicide attacks are defining 
tactics of the group.   
 
The Security Council has acknowledged how the pathways for women’s association with 
terrorist groups are not always clearly defined, blurring a combination of roles such as 
victims, supporters, facilitators, and perpetrators.  
 
While some women were forced into joining Boko Haram, others joined out of ideologic 
affinity or to attenuate their economic and protection needs.  
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Finally, I would also like to thank the Lake Chad Basin Commission for its leadership on 
SPRR and instrumental support. 
  


