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But the United States did not allow Guam to participate in similar negotiations as its
strategic value to the United States as a base, has consistently led to a denial of this
basic human right. This stance of the United States is in conflict with numerous
United Nations resolutions that make clear that the presence of bases or the
strategic military value of a colony must not impede movements towards self-
governance and decolonization.

Guam did spend several decades unsuccessfully negotiating with the United States
over a possible political status change, from unincorporated to the ambiguous
"Commonwealth" status. This push died in 1997, when the US government and local
Guam government deadlocked and refused to compromise on basic issues of the
self-determination proposal. Subsequent attempts to reignite the issue at the level of
the US Congress have failed.

The United States has long ignored its obligation to Guam with regards to educating
the people on their political status and enhancing their understanding of self-
determination with the intent of pushing them towards greater self-government.




