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 B. Statements and discussions1 
 

 

13. At the 1st meeting, on 25 August, under agenda item 1, the Chair made a 

statement. Statements were made by the representatives of Sierra Leone, Indonesia, 

the Russian Federation, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Argentina, Chile and 

the Syrian Arab Republic.  

14. At the same meeting, the seminar began its consideration of agenda item 2 (a) (i) 

and heard a presentation by the Deputy Premier Minister for Education, Culture, Youth 

Affairs, Fisheries and Agriculture of the British Virgin Islands, Natalio Wheatley, on 

the question of the British Virgin Islands. Statements were made by the representatives 

of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Brazil and Grenada.  

15. At the same meeting, the seminar began its consideration of agenda item 2 (a) (ii) 

and heard a presentation by the Deputy Permanent Secretary for International, Europ
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political status of their Territories, in accordance with the relevant United Nations 

resolutions and decisions and bearing in mind relevant resolutions of the General 
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 B. Implementation of the Fourth International Decade for the 

Eradication of Colonialism: charting a dynamic course for 

decolonization in commencing the Fourth International Decade 

and in the light of the coronavirus disease pandemic, through 

commitment to mandate, collaboration, pragmatism and agility in 

the Caribbean  
 

 

29. In their concluding observations, the participating members of the Special 

Committee: 

 With regard to the situation in Bermuda, 

 (a) Welcomed the participation of a representative of Bermuda in the seminar, 

and expressed their appreciation for the statement made and the information provided; 

 (b) Noted the statement by the representative, in which he underscored how 

climate change can render Territories inoperable;  

 (c) 
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atmosphere propitious for dialogue in order to enter into a more intensive and 

substantive phase of negotiations, thus ensuring implementation of the above-

mentioned resolutions and the success of the negotiations, and reiterated the call upon 

the parties, made at previous regional seminars, to continue such negotiations under 

the auspices of the Secretary-General without preconditions and in good faith, with a 

view to achieving a just, lasting and mutually acceptable political solution that would 

provide for the self-determination of the people of Western Sahara in the context of 

arrangements consistent with the principles and purposes of the Charter of the United 

Nations.  

 

 

 E. Role of the United Nations system in providing assistance to the 

Non-Self-Governing Territories 
 

 

32. In their concluding observations, the participating members of the Special 

Committee: 

 (a) Welcomed the participation by pre-recorded video message of the 

representative of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 

(ECLAC), noted the information provided and expressed gratitude to the Chair, who 

had sent invitations, in accordance with relevant United Nations resolutions, 

including General Assembly resolution 75/122, ECLAC, the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations, the International Fund for Agricultural 

Development, the International Labour Organization, the International Maritime 

Organization, the International Organization for Migration, the United Nations 

Environment Programme, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Human Rights, the United Nations Development Programme, the United Nations 

Children’s Fund, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization, the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment 

of Women (UN-Women), the United Nations Population Fund, the World Bank, the 

World Food Programme and the World Health Organization;  

 (b) Encouraged all the agencies, funds and programmes, as well as other 

organizations of the United Nations system, to intensify their engagement with the 

work of the Special Committee, including through participation upon the invitation 

of the Committee in the forthcoming regional seminars on decolonization, taking into 
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case-by-case basis and in a way that was respectful of human rights, transparent, 

accountable, inclusive and participatory, with the involvement of the people 

concerned, in accordance with the relevant United Nations resolutions and decisions 

on decolonization and the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United 

Nations;  

 (q) On the relationship with administering Powers, advised that interactions 

and cooperation between the Special Committee and the administering Powers should 

continue to be nurtured and strengthened through various possible platforms and 

means, including informal working-level dialogue, and reaffirmed that all 

administering Powers, particularly those that had not done so, needed to engage 

effectively in the work of the Committee;  

 (r) In that connection, underlined the crucial importance of intensifying 

current efforts to enhance communication and cooperation between the Special 

Committee and the administering Powers and urged the Committee to continue to 

explore and seek possible concerted interaction in that regard, in formal and informal 

settings and on a case-by-case basis, with a view to making progress in decolonization 

during the Fourth Decade;  

 (s) In addition, underlined the crucial importance of increasing current efforts 

to enhance relations between the Special Committee and other concerned Member 

States, stakeholders as well as experts and civil society in the Non-Self-Governing 

Territories, in accordance with the relevant United Nations resolutions;  

 (t) In view of the valuable contribution of the representatives of the Non-Self-

Governing Territories in the seminar, reiterated that the Special Committee, through 
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Appendix II 
 

  Resolution expressing appreciation to the Government and the 

people of the Commonwealth of Dominica 
 

 

 7KH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�LQ�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�UHJLRQDO�VHPLQDU , 

 +DYLQJ�PHW in the Parish of Saint John, Dominica, from 25 to 27 August 2021, 

to consider the challenges and opportunities in the process of decolonization in 

today’s world, 

 +DYLQJ� KHDUG an important statement at the opening of the seminar, by the 

Minister for Foreign Affairs International Business and Diaspora Relations of 

Dominica, Kenneth Darroux. 

 7DNLQJ�QRWH of the important statements by the representatives of the Non-Self-

Governing Territories, 

 ([SUHVV�WKHLU�SURIRXQG�JUDWLWXGH to the Government and people of Dominica for 

providing the Special Committee with the necessary facilities for this seminar, for the 

outstanding contribution they have made to the success of the seminar and, in 

particular, for the very generous and kind hospitality and the warm and cordial 

reception accorded to the participants throughout their stay in Dominica.  
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