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Chair,
Distinguished delegates,



hampering the prospect of reaching consensus any time soon. Frequent debates may,
for example, lead to some form of agreement on a package for negotiations, with
due identification of aspects where States agree, and allowing States to find a balance
on points of disagreement. The Sixth Committee may well commence discussions
on this approach and others in an annual debate format.

Chair,

Sierra Leone notes the acknowledgment of the General Assembly in
resolution A/71/133 of "the possibility of requesting, at its seventy-fourth session,
the Secretary-General to provide the General Assembly with information on all
procedural options regarding possible action on the basis of the articles, without
prejudice to the question of whether such possible action is appropriate". Our
delegation urges for consensus to be reached this session on making the request to
enrich our debate.

In conclusion. Sierra Leone expresses support for the mandate given to the
Secretary-General to continue the compilation of decisions of international courts,
tribunal and other bodies, and information on the practice of States on the Articles.
Notwithstanding where a State may find itself on the "question of future adoption",
the usefulness of the information contain in the reports carmot be discounted.

I thank you for your kind attention.


