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Mr. Chairman,

Let me warmly congratulate you and members of the bureau on your election. Please be
assured of Sri Lanka’s fullest cooperation and support in your work to steer this
Committee to a successful conclusion



organization - the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), that existed in Sri Lanka, prior
to its military defeat in 2009, had many international networks and linkages to organized
crime that served as a critical, lucrative lifeline for their ability to engage in suicide attacks
against civilians, political leaders and opponents, indiscriminate bombing of civilian spaces
and critical infrastructure, and wage war against the state through a well-developed
ground guerrilla force, complemented by sea capabilities and, although rudimentary, air
capabilities. A steady flow of funds was generated through a variety of local and
transnational criminal activities, which included trafficking of humans, drugs, arms,
wildlife;  human smuggling; forgeries; extortion of funds from the diaspora and
‘protection money’ from those living in areas in which the group
operated!.Notwithstanding their military defeat in Sri Lanka, the well-established
networks abroad persist.

We remain an active participant in global efforts to counter the illegal movement of funds
for terrorist purposes, and will continue to support the work of the General Assembly and
the Security Council in coordinating counter-terrorism efforts and establishing legal norms

Mr. Chairman,

Following the end of the internal armed conflict, Sri Lanka continues to work with its
international partners to eliminate all forms of financing for terrorism, whether direct or
indirect. In this regard, Sri Lanka works closely with the Counter Terrorism Executive
Directorate (CTED) of the UN Security Council. Sri Lanka has also taken a number of
legislative measures.

Sri Lanka'’s legal framework for Countering Financing of Terrorism (CFT) was implemented
in the 2012/2013 period with the issue of Regulations, Directives and Circulars to
implement UNSCR 1267 and UNSCR 1373 and subsequent Resolutions. The Government
has enacted the Prevention of Money Laundering Act No. 5 of 2006 and the Financial
Transactions Reporting Act, No. 6 of 2006 in order to strengthen the financial institutions
to monitor the flow of funds for terrorist purposes. Sri Lanka belongs to the Asia Pacific
Group on Money Laundering, a Financial Action Task Force (FATF) regional body. A
Targeted Financial Sanctions (TFS) Committee has been appointed to implement
Targeted Financial Sanctions on Terrorist Financing and Proliferation Financing of
Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD).

This regulatory framework was supported in implementation by, the supervision of
Financial Institutions (FIs), Designated Non-Finance Businesses and Professions
(DNFBPs) to ensure compliance, conduct of awareness programs for FIs, DNFBs, and Law
Enforcement Agencies (LEAs) on AML/CFT aspects, strengthening the functioning of the

1 “Funding Terror: The Liberation Tigers Of Tamil Eelam And Their Criminal Activities In Canada And The Western

World”, December 26, 1995 https://mackenzieinstitute.com/1995/12/funding-terror-the-liberation-tigers-
of-tamil-eelam-and-their-criminal-activities-in-canada-and-the-western-world/



https://mackenzieinstitute.com/1995/12/funding-terror-the-liberation-tigers-of-tamil-eelam-and-their-criminal-activities-in-canada-and-the-western-world/
https://mackenzieinstitute.com/1995/12/funding-terror-the-liberation-tigers-of-tamil-eelam-and-their-criminal-activities-in-canada-and-the-western-world/

Office of the Competent Authority (OCA) and Inter-Agency Coordination for holistic
implementation.

In recognition of these efforts, the European Commission has delisted Sri Lanka from its
list of high-risk third countries with anti-money-laundering and countering the financing
of terrorism strategic deficiencies, published in May of this year.

Mr. Chairman,

The brutal Easter Sunday Terrorist Attacks last April in Sri Lanka, resulted in the tragic
loss of over 250 civilian lives, including foreign visitors from 14 different countries,
engaged in religious and leisure activities. These senseless attacks marred the peace that
had been hard won and enjoyed by Sri Lanka, since militarily neutralizing the LTTE in
2009. We would like to extend our deep appreciation to the international community for
the unhesitant support and solidarity extended to Sri Lanka following the attacks, that
supported our resolve to once again rebuild society and eliminate the new threat of
terrorism and violent extremism.

Following the attacks, action was taken by the authorities under the Prevention of
Terrorism Act of 1979, as amended, and regulations formulated under same, and the
United Nations Regulations Act of 2012, giving effect to UNSCR 1373, to proscribe the
three main organizations that had been directly linked to the attacks, as well as individuals
who had funded the dastardly actions. Sri Lanka also took action to is initiate the process
of promulgating local legislation to give effect to relevant UN Security Council Resolutions
on countering violent extremism and Foreign Terrorist Fighters.

Mr. Chairman,

The threat of terrorism and violent extremism leading to terrorism is not limited to any
one country or region, but crosses national borders.

Today, the froses









