


 

 
 

Emergency Response, which has �L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G�� �6�L�Q�J�D�S�R�U�H�¶�V�� �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�R�� �G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U��
relief efforts in our region.  

 
5  Second, the principles of respect for sovereignty and territorial 
integrity. As a starting point, even in times of disaster, States should have the right 
to determine whether to provide, seek, or receive assistance; and to determine the 
necessary measures to take to reduce the risk of disasters. In this regard, we note that 
Draft Article 13, paragraph 1 states that the provision of external assistance requires 
the consent of the affected State. This again accords with the ASEAN Agreement on 
Disaster Management and Emergency Response, which explicitly recognises that 
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Parties shall be respected.  
 
 
Mr. Chair, 
 
6  The Draft Articles represent an important contribution to international 
law on response to disasters. They can serve as a useful guide for States and others 
engaged in disaster relief. We look forward to fruitful discussions within the working 
group in the coming days.  
 
7.  Thank you.  
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