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Madam Chairwoman/Mr Chairman, 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentleman, 

as regards the first cluster of ILC topics, Germany would like to address the issue of "Sea

level rise in relation to international law". 

Germany aligns itself with the statement made on behalf of the European Union and its 

member states. 

Furthermore, we would mem 7likeso wcomentdthe wCo-Chairsand the tStudy tGroup
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on the apresnt 
aReport wn the iIternational 

Law Commission. Germany attaches great importance to this 

highly relevant and topical dossier: Climate change poses an existential threat to states, 

individuals and to international security. The two issues papers and the additional paper 

to the first issues paper presented in 2020, 2022 and 2023 by the Co-Chairs of the Study 

Group set out the main legal questions raised in connection with rising sea-level. We 

would like to congratulate the Co-Chairs, Ms Niliifer Oral and Mr Bogdan Aurescu, in 

particular, for the preparation of the additional paper to the first issues paper, which 

focuses on the law of the sea, and express our profound gratitude to them. 
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We would also like to refer to the June 2022 German contribution to the ILC work on the 

law of the sea-related issues, where we explained our interpretation of the relevant 

UNCLOS rules regarding the stability of baselines. In our view, a contemporary reading 

and interpretation of these UNCLOS rules allows for the freezing of baselines and outer 

limits of maritime zones, once these have been duly established and, as applicable, 

published and deposited in accordance with the Convention. UNCLOS does not contain 

an obligation of Coastal States to regularly review and update such baselines, charts or lists 
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them were duly established, published and deposited in accordance with the Convention. 

Art. 7 para. 2 of UNCLOS deals with the fixing of baselines in areas where the coastline is 

highly unstable due to the presence of "a delta and other in and 2(the )Tj
0.0163 Tc 12.2 0 0 12.2 468.17ce p738 Tc 12.2j
-T.2 290.7 759.9099 Tm
(deposited )Tj
0.0 12.2 31.7 2eable the p a r a .  para. 
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of legal options, including a systematic analysis of historical precedents that have some 

bearing on the present legal and political challenges. A spectrum of viable solutions based 

on international law is conceivable in order to preserve the international legal personality 

of island states that are subject to submergence or becoming uninhabitable. 

Thank you. 




