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for the 5th UN Conference on LDCs. This will help to continue to 

raise awareness on youth potential and issues that were raised 

during the event beyond this meeting. 

 

4. The key messages that the youth themselves delivered for our 

Governments’ attention and consideration, included the following: 

 
i. LDCs will not achieve sustainable development if the majority of 

their population, including the youth, are left out of national 

development processes; 

 

ii. Governments should meaningfully engage young people and 

provide a conducive environment for the youth to participate at all 

levels of decision making;   

 
iii. Governments should put in place deliberate systems and platforms 

that help strengthen and maintain engagement, social contact, 

dialogue and trust with young people.  This should include treating 

the youth not only as beneficiaries but key partners in development 

by taking on board their ideas on matters concerning socio-

ec
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5. As we build up to the 5th UN Conference on LDCs in Doha in January, 

2022, I hereby appeal to my fellow Ministers and all our development 

partners to recognise the potential that the youth have in attaining 

sustainable socio-economic transformation in LDCs, which can only be 

harnessed if LDCs create a conducive environment for the youth to take 

action.  

 

6. Government’s strategic partnership with the youth in leveraging their 

innovation, creative ideas, and resourcefulness cannot be 

overemphasised. Also, Governments and international development 

agencies must take into consideration youth employment, skills 

development, and gender empowerment as top priorities in all national, 

regional and international development agenda.  

 

7. In the face of no action, LDCs risks a broken social fabric and an exodus 

of youth elsewhere in search of opportunities. More importantly, we are 

unlikely to end poverty, ensure gender equality, reverse climate change 

and achieve the SDGs by 2030 if we fail to empower our young people. 

 
I thank you for your attention. 


