




   
 

   
 

for the Asia-Pacific region were 47.9% and 52.4%. However, the extent to which these LLDCs in the Asia-
Pacific region trade with their PTA partners varies considerably.  
The trend in PTA coverage of imports follows that of exports, particularly for countries on the higher end. 
However, more interestingly, the LLDCs with the lowest PTA export shares, i.e. Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan 
and Turkmenistan, have PTA import shares over twice as large (40%-



   
 

   
 

SECTION V: RECOMMENDATION 
 
Asian LLDCS are recommended to accede to the Framework Agreement at the earliest to improve their 
connectivity in the region and beyond, and development partners are requested to extend their support 
to LLDCs in their accession to the Framework Agreement and implementation of cross-border paperless 
trade.  To assist Asian LLDCs in their accession, ESCA3 (n)]TJ
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	ESCAP continued its support to seven LLDCs which are members of the United Nations Special Programme for the Economies of Central Asia (SPECA)2F , namely through the Thematic Working Group on Sustainable Transport, Transit and Connectivity. Notably, E...

