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The pandemic has interrupted the movement of people, goods and 

services globally, and has led to serious structural imbalances and 

logistical challenges in terms of the disruption of transport systems and 

broader movement restrictions imposed to reduce the spread of the virus. 

In this regard, we note with great concern, the imbalance in demand and 

supply of shipping capacity which has resulted in a shortage of 

containers and an escalation of shipping costs. This has serious cost 

implications for us as LLDCs. 

The post pandemic recovery, economic growth and development goals 

depend heavily on our capacity to advance physical and virtual 

connectivity. As LLDCs in unique circumstances and with special 

needs, we need international support measures to develop and 

modernize our infrastructure services if we are to increase our trade 

competitiveness.  

Digitisation has proven to be a resilience mechanism to foster greater, 
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I Thank You 

 

Harare 

4 November 2021 

 

 

 


