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Inclusive Cities and Communities ς Leaving No One Behind 
Sustainable Development Goal 11 strives to make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient, 
and sustainable.  

The reality is that livelihoods in cities and human settlements are being experienced in increasingly unequal 
ways, especially among women, female-headed households, youth, children, and other marginalized groups 
including:  the poor; stigmatized ethnic groups; the LGBTQI community; the elderly, and people with 
disabilities.  

Join us in this Thematic Session if you care for matters such as:  
Equality and social cohesion, Participatory planning and governance, Place-making, communities and 
families, Gender responsive urban c.Tf
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Impact Investing: Closing the SDG Financing Gap 

The gap to financing the Sustainable Development Goals remains in the trillions; yet the world’s 

philanthropic funds, even when combined with the global development and aid budgets of governments, 

add up to only a fraction of this funding need. How do we close this gap and how can public and private 

actors create an environment to attract private capital and more efficiently and transparently disburse 

public funds for inclusive and sustainable development in cities and communities? 

Impact investors are playing a key role in addressing the SDGs, including in how they are measuring and 

managing the positive impact they seek—a hallmark of impact investing. Impact investing is a powerful tool 

to build and strengthen socially, economically and environmentally sustainable cities and communities. 

Participants will engage in investment case examples presented by public and private sector investors that 

are partnering together in order to mobilize more capital toward financing the SDGs and specifically 

towards Goal 11.  

 

Local and Regional Governments Leading the Way to Sustainable Communities 
Local and regional governments are leading the way to “Build Inclusive and Sustainable Communities.” As 

the closest government entity to their citizens, they are uniquely positioned to make a difference in 

people’s lives, while also being on the frontlines of responding to climate change and its impacts on 

communities. These local governments are making meaningful progress in reducing carbon emissions, 

becoming more resilient to a warming world, and improving air quality while doing so in an equitable 

manner to ensure the needs of their citizens are being met. 

 

Collaboration is the key to success. This Thematic Session will explore and emphasize the power of multi-

stakeholder networks to share information and amplify impact. Concrete examples from several Utah 

communities will highlight how local governments and civil society organizations have worked together to 

craft programs, policies, and regulations to create more sustainable communities. Speakers will include 

senior-level city sustainability staff, a state representative, and local nonprofit partners. They will detail 

legislation that created a pathway for large-scale renewable energy development, electrified transportation 

initiatives, and community food production. 

 

Attend this session if you work for a municipal government; represent a civil society organization that is 

looking for examples on ways to collaborate with your local government; or have an interest in renewable 

energy, energy efficiency, improving air quality, electrified transportation, food security or equitable 

program design. 

 





 
  
Tackling issues such as the climate crisis, poverty and inequality, protracted conflict, migration and 
displacement, and the rapid changes in demography and technology will require effective cooperation 
across borders, sectors and generations. Failure to do so will have far-reaching consequences for the 
welfare of our children and grandchildren — and our planet itself. 
  
Yet just when we need bold 


