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COVAX, which is led by the World Health Organization, GAVI and the Coalition for Epidemic
Preparedness Innovations (CEPI), and in partnership with UNICEF, has 190 participating
countries. It needs more than US$2 billion to fully meet its goal to vaccinate those most in
need by the end of the year.

Pledging new funding for COVAX is critical, but more can be done to scale up vaccine access
by sharing excess vaccines, transferring technology, offering voluntary licensing or even
waiving intellectual property rights.

“If the world's scientists were able to develop safe and effective vaccines in just seven
months, the aims of world’s leaders must be equally record-breaking — to provide enough
funding and to ramp up manufacturing to enable everyone on earth to be vaccinated,” said UN
Under-Secretary-General for Global Communications Melissa Fleming.
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For interviews, please contact:
Devi Palanivelu | palanivelu@un.org | +1 917 495 5424
Rob Cole | crobcole@btinternet.com | +44 7768 464864

Editors Notes:

Verified is a United Nations initiative launched in response to the global Covid-19 pandemic in
2020. Designed in collaboration with Purpose as well as civil society groups, media partners,
social media platforms and influencers, its purpose is to provide content that cuts through the
noise to deliver life-saving information, fact-based advice and stories from the best of
humanity. For more information, please visit https://shareverified.com/en

COVAX is the vaccines pillar of the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator. The ACT
Accelerator is a ground-breaking global collaboration to accelerate the development, production,
and equitable access to COVID-19 tests, treatments, and vaccines. COVAX is co-led by the
Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI), Gavi and the World Health Organization
(WHO), alongside key delivery partner UNICEF. Its aim is to accelerate the development and
manufacture of COVID-19 vaccines, and to guarantee fair and equitable access for every country
in the world.
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