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Our focus now is to enhance productivity, provide infrastructure facilities to the
farms and give farmers and buyers a unified national market for optimizing
benefits to both.

The Government of India has created a dedicated Agriculture Infrastructure Fund
worth USD 14 Billion to create farm gate and agriculture marketing infrastructure.
To provide large scale advantage to small farmers, the Government has
launched a scheme for formation of 10000 Farmers Producers organization.

The Government of India has launched PM KISAN Scheme to provide income
support of Rs.6000 per year to small farmers through DBT. Under the scheme a
total of about 18 billion USD has been credited to the bank accounts of 110
million farmers.

Excellencies, we are fully conscious of our commitments on the climate change
issues and we have taken various steps to make agriculture sustainable. ‘Per
Drop More Crop’ scheme for irrigation and ‘Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana’
for organic farming have been launched.

“Soil Health Card” Scheme has been launched where free soil testing services
are provided to the farmers.

To bring the millets on to the center stage at global level, the Government of
India had proposed to celebrate year 2023 as the “International Year of Millets” to
the United Nations. | am happy to share that the UN has accepted our proposal
with overwhelming support from member nations and has declared the year 2023
as the “International Year of Millets”.

Agriculture by its very nature is seasonal and the Government of India has
launched the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) to provide insurance
protection covering the risk of farmers.

To address the issues of under nutrition and Malnutrition, India is running the
world’s largest food based safety net programmes which include the Targeted
Public Distribution system (TPDS) and the mid day meal scheme.

These are the important small steps we have taken to make our agri food
systems sustainable, to increase farmers’ income, as well as to address the
problem of hunger in the country.






