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UN Secretary-General António Guterres,  

Distinguished Delegates. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Good Evening  
On behalf of the Government of Maldives, it is an honor to join the pre-
summit dialogues ahead of the very important UN Food System Summit 
scheduled 



As evidently documented in several academia and related literatures, the 
minimal arable land we own is degrading, our water resources including the 
oceans are getting contaminated, and our air is becoming polluted.  
Unfortunately, is not due to the actions of the inhabitants of the Maldives 
alone but due to the collective negligence of all the inhabitants of the Planet 
Earth.  The truth is as a small island state, Maldives have a higher price pay, 
to sustain our existence on this planet.   

Honorable Chair, increasing our dependence on high priced imported food 





Honorable Chair,  
Ladies and Gentlemen.  

We have seen all countries are ambitious and passionate to build a better 
and resilient food system in every country. But the reality is we cannot do it 
alone. This must be a global effort and the more privileged has a more 
significant and demanding responsibility to make the world a more equitable 
place for all. I am thankful that the UN as the global ambassador is working 
towards this goal through its 2030 sustainable development agenda. 

 

Before I conclude may I wish the deliberation on the Food Summit at 
individual country level, this pre-summit and the main summit later this year 
every success and I pray with our collective efforts we can all build a 
sustainable pathway to regenerate the food systems of the world leading to 
a better future for us all.  

 

Thank You.  

 

----------- 


