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Chapeau 

Most of the multiple crises we face today have a common root cause - a lack of concern and respect for 
each other, for the environment and for other living beings. We urgently need a more caring world, and 
this is what governments must rally around: a commitment to (re)building a more caring economy and 
society. 

Recognition and support for Care - in its broadest meaning - must therefore become central to decision 
making, and guide policymaking at every level. Care must be the thread of the Pact for the Future.  

 

Chapter I. Sustainable development and financing for development 

Whether paid or unpaid, Care work is foundational and indispensable, at the heart of humanity – and 
sustainable development. 

Care notably includes the unpaid and invisible work which is done on a daily basis, mostly by women and 
girls, to sustain families, communities, society and the economy.  

Yet, the inequitable distribution of this unpaid or underpaid work is at the root of Gender inequalities and 
discriminations against women and girls. It is the main structural barrier to women’s effective 
participation in the Labour market and in politics, and one of the main obstacles to their access to 
decision making positions.  

Without addressing this vital issue, neither progress on gender equality nor indeed the 2030 
development agenda and the SDGs, can be realized. 

Care is also central to the realization of Human Rights: it connects to most human rights, including the 



In particular we urgently need to transform our current economic system, which prospers on the back of 
nature 
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Supporting early childhood care and education at family and community levels and the people doing this 
critical work - beginning with mothers - is a much-needed investment to create a culture of peace, respect 
for diversity, social cohesion; it is key to prevent conflicts and violence worldwide3.  

And it is our collective responsibility. This aspect of prevention – in particular giving parents and other 
caregivers better recognition as well as training, information and support - must be part of the Pact of the 
future’s chapter on international peace and security.  

 

Chapter III. Science, technology and innovation and digital cooperation 

The gender bias in STI must urgently be addressed. A new narrative must be promoted, which encourages 
girls and women to study STEM: we need girls who code and boys who care. 

Not only should the gender gaps in digital literacy and access be addressed, but the whole purpose and 
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