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Ms. Chairperson, Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
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I am proud, proud to stand before you.” Although these words hold true for what I am
feeling at this moment, they were the words used by a very wise professor back in 1991
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Belgrade. I was quite young at that time, but I remember well the grave cold of a marble
auditorium, the tension of the air, and the overwhelming feeling of gratitude that at least
one adult understood, empathized and was a true partner in our efforts to better our
society through overall advancement, to better every individual’s ex1stence by providing
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Rape is a weapon of war. It is a crime against humanity. Are we in a war, a
gender-based war, then? Why are we not on streets? Why are we cordially exchanging
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It is critical that we remember that gender inequality is not an issue of concern for
developing countries only. For example, as many as two to four million women are
battered each year in the United States; at least 170,000 of these require hospitalization or
doctors’ attention. In this country, approximately one third of all murdered victims are
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