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Principles of Official Statistics. Enhanced dialogue, including through
designated mechanisms, was called for to clarify user needs and the

constraints of producers in data collection. The need for regular

dissemination of available data to policv makers was stressed

and readily available sex disaggregated statistics for measuring

progress towards the goals of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for
Action, the implementation of gender equality policies and sirategies,
and identification of areas requiring further attention. Participants
agreed on the central role of national statistical offices in coordinating
and satisfying the demands for gender-related statistics covering
population, education, labour, health and many other areas. Statistics
were necessary to demonstrate effectively any lack of progress as weil

as achievements in the status of women. They were critical to identify
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It was also pointed out that a lack of agreement on what information
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6.  Participants discussed gaps in data collection, methodological
shortcomings, and the implications of poor, insufficient or unreliable
statistics for policy-making. Participants also discussed the necessity
of coordination among all actors, such as line ministries and civil
society, in order to avoid duplication of effort, lack of harmonization
and comparability in the collection of information. In this respect, the
central role of the national statistical offices in coordination was
discussed. Participants discussed the need for national statistical
systems to involve users and other stakeholders of gender statistics in

the planning of data collection, compilation and dissemination of

information through regular consultation and meetings between users






Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics to these goals of

transparency and confidentiality of information. In collecting

particular types of data, participants emphasized the need to work
with the target group, especially with vulnerable groups of women,
such as women victims of violence, single parents, or indigenous

woinen, to ensure that their concerns in regard to privacy, safety and

9. While statistics, targets and

compiled at the naticnal level, participants stressed the need 1o ensure













